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Instrumentation
Piccolo

2 Flutes

2 Oboes

2 Bb Clarinets

2 Bassoons

2 Horns in F
Tuba

Timpani
Vibraphone
Percussion (Large Suspended Cymbal)

Violins |

Violins |l

Violas

Cellos

Double Basses

Program note

Tracing a Dream taps into the impressicnistic logic of emotions and dreams.

Within this realm there is a iluidity of connections and sequences that is governed by emational
contexts, rather than rational order.

Music has the capacily to heighten and distill emotions through juxtapositions that might
otherwise be thougit to be unlikely - comparable to dream imagery. - RW

Note

This work can be performed as a stand-alone piece, but is also the firest movement

of the longer concert work, Dream Vapors Suite.

The three movements of this suite

l. Tracing a Dream, Il. Reversing Mirrors in the Quiet, lll. Of Time Remembered
explore the impressionistic logic of emotions and dreams and the shifting intangibility of
perceptions and memories.

There is a deep interiority to this music, which seems directly in touch with a private
dreamworld that the composer makes universal.
‘Tracing a Dream’, which flies into the listeners imagination like a dark bird,
reminds me of the poet Theodore Roethke's ‘Night Crow:
“Over the gulfs of dream/Flew a tremendous bird/Further and further away/
Into a moonless black/ Deep in the brain, far back.”
— Jack Sullivan, American Record Guide
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